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GLACIER FLOW….FLUBBER EXPERIMENTS!!!

Objective: to determine which of the following parameters – slope, ‘ice’ temperature, or basal conditions – affects the glacier speed the most.

Materials:

Rulers

Flubber – cold (blue), normal (white), warm (red)

PVC pipe – rough base (sandpaper), normal base, ‘wet’ base (tinfoil and oil)

Stopwatches

Toothpicks

Hypothesis:





Experiment:

Design an experiment to test what influences glacier speed.  You should test different temperatures of ice (flubber), different slopes and basal conditions.  To determine the velocity, make sure you measure (with a ruler) how far the flubber moves in a given amount of time.  

- For at least one of your experiments, push toothpicks (vertically) into the surface of the flubber.  Draw how they move / change direction during the experiment.  What do you think this means about how the flubber is flowing?



Velocity Table:

	
	Blue (cold)
	White (normal)
	Red (warm)
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	Blue (cold)
	White (normal)
	Red (warm)

	Slope - shallow
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	Slope - steep
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Conclusions:
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