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Fostering improvement in the teaching of earth sciences at all levels since 1938





Summary of Society Activities (October, 2010)
The National Association of Geoscience Teachers works to raise the quality of and emphasis on teaching the geosciences at all levels. We count among our members K-12 teachers and college and university faculty as well as educators working with the general public through outlets such as museums and science centers. We seek to create a thriving community of formal and informal educators working together to create a broad understanding and appreciation of Earth.

Our mission is to foster improvements in the teaching and learning about Earth as a system at all levels of formal and informal instruction; emphasize the relevance and cultural significance of geoscience to all people; foster and disseminate knowledge of and research in geoscience education; and promote professional growth of our members.

On Oct. 31, Janis Treworgy from Principia College will succeed Mike Taber as new President of NAGT.  
Activities:  This year NAGT participated in the AGI Education Summit and is actively engaged in follow on activities, including developing a better description of teacher education programs for teachers of Earth Science.  NAGT was asked by the National Research Council, Board on Science Education to provide a review of the ‘Conceptual Framework for New Science Education Standards.’  An on-line discussion and virtual focus group process was completed and comments were submitted in early August. NAGT also participated in a planning workshop to learn more about geoscience in two-year colleges and how to best support this community of educators.

Publications:

· Journal of Geoscience Education: NAGT publishes the Journal of Geoscience Education in order to disseminate research on geoscience education and creative and innovative ways to teach geoscience. Beginning in February 2011 the journal will be published on-line four times per year.  Print copies will be available as part of a more expensive membership option.  

· In the Trenches: In January, 2011, NAGT will establish a new print mini-magazine, "In the Trenches." This 4-color publication will be sent to all members four times per year as part of their basic membership. In the Trenches will have a lead article accompanied by learning labs, teaching tips, web-resources, classroom quips and pertinent NAGT news. This publication will replace the NAGT quarterly electronic news magazine.  We will continue to provide news bulletins monthly by email to all members.

· Living with Earth:  AGI and NAGT have collaborated to produce a new textbook for environmental geology ‘Living with Earth.’  Authored by Travis Hudson and published by Prentice Hall the book makes use of three types of inquiry-based discussions. 1) What You Can Do segments suggest ways that students can become directly involved in applying concepts in their daily lives. 2) In the News segments highlight issues that are currently in the print and broadcast media that involve the hard-to-resolve questions. 3) You Make the Call open-ended inquiry questions ask students to consider all the real-world aspects of complicated environmental issues that may not have a "right" answer.

NAGT Programs:
· On the Cutting Edge Workshop Series: This professional development program helps geoscience faculty in all phases of their career stay up-to-date with both geoscience research and teaching methods through a combination of workshops and on-line resources.   In February the program was awarded the Science Prize for Online Resources in Education (SPORE) in recognition of the role its website plays in supporting geoscience teaching.  In August, the project received a new award from the National Science Foundation to continue programming for the next five years.  
· NAGT Distinguished Speaker Program: NAGT Distinguished Speakers travel the country and overseas to give workshops and consultative visits on topics ranging from alternative assessment to innovative strategies for teaching, to curricular reform and course design. 
· Geoscience Teachers in the Parks: NAGT supports the National Park Service Geoscientists-in-the-Parks program by donating funds to place geoscience teachers at Mammoth Cave National Park. 

· Building Strong Geoscience Departments: This project, jointly sponsored by NAGT, AGU, GSA and AGI, focuses on helping geoscience departments adapt and prosper in a changing and challenging environment. The travelling workshop program brought teams of two leaders to work with nine geoscience departments last year and will continue with six additional travelling workshops this year.

· Climate Literacy and Energy Awareness Digital Library:  This NAGT sponsored project, led by Tamara Ledley at TERC is developing a reviewed collection of trusted resources for teaching about climate and energy.  The collection will debut in November.

NAGT Awards:  NAGT honors outstanding secondary school Earth Science teaching with its annual OEST (Outstanding Earth Science Teacher) awards presented at the section level.  NAGT also honors outstanding teaching at the college level by presenting the Neil Miner Award for exceptional contributions to the stimulation of interest in the earth sciences.  Individuals with exceptional contributions in the form of writing and/or editing of earth science materials that are of interest to the general public are eligible of NAGT’s annual James Shea Award. Long distinguished service to NAGT at the national or section level is recognized through the Robert Christman Award.  In honor of Dottie Stout’s outstanding work and lifelong dedication to Earth Science Education, NAGT awards Dorothy LaLonde Stout Professional Development Grants to Community College faculty and students, and K-12 Educators.  Outstanding Teaching Assistant Awards are given to outstanding teaching assistants who are graduate and undergraduate students.  As in the past, NAGT will be awarded $500 scholarships for students to complete field courses. NAGT also co-sponsors the USGS/NAGT Internship Program that places promising students in intern positions throughout the US. 
Additional information about NAGT, its programs and its activities can be found on the NAGT website (http://www.nagt.org).
